
In this searing and inspirational drama worked around true 

events, Australian director Phillip Noyce (The Quiet American, 

Clear and Present Danger)  lifts the lid on one of the less 

endearing aspects of government policy Down Under, now 

thankfully consigned to the historical dustbin. While white 

would-be emigrants were being tempted to settle in a country 

famed for its wall-to-wall sunshine and smiling, athletic citizens, 

something very sinister was being done to the half-caste 

Aborigine children the authorities feared would become an 

“unwanted third race”. Orders were given to forcibly remove 

half-caste children from their families and send them to 

detention centres where they would be prevented from 

"contaminating" the rest of Australian society. TCM writer

David Humphrey describes the film, epitomising the plight of 

what became known as The Stolen Generations, and how it

came to be made.
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The year is 1931 and in Western Australia, a shameful exercise in 

social engineering is taking place. Perpetuating policies initiated 

by the British, officials are removing all half-caste Aborigines 

from their families "for their own good" and sending them to 

government camps to be raised as servants, converted to 

Christianity, and eventually assimilated into white society. 

Confined Gulag-style in mass dormitories, they are not allowed 

to speak their native language and subjected to harsh discipline, 

with offenders being put into solitary confinement for 14 days. 

Having been forcible separated from their natural mothers, three 

Aboriginal girls, 14-year old Molly (Everlyn Sampi), her eight-

year old sister Daisy (Tianna Sansbury), and their ten-year old 

cousin Gracie (Laura Monaghan) escape from the Moore River 

Native Settlement, where assiduous bureaucrat AO Neville 

(Kenneth Branagh) makes sure Brisbane’s edicts are followed to 

the letter. A daunting 1,500-mile journey lies ahead of them, and 

the girls set out to find their way home by following the rabbit-

proof fence that stretches across the Outback. As Neville grows 

increasingly desperate in his attempts to capture them, the 

children are grimly pursued by a native tracker and the regional 

constabulary. 

Based on the 1996 book Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris 

Pilkington (Molly's daughter), the film describes how the girls 

walked for months on end using all their skills and ingenuity in 

an incredible battle for survival. The magnificent Australian 

landscape is sumptuously photographed by Christopher Doyle, 

and Peter Gabriel’s score combines the natural sounds of birds, 

animals, wind and rain to add a mystical feeling to the odyssey. 

But the honours must go to acting newcomers Evelyn Sampi, 

Tianna Sansbury, and Laura Monaghan, who bring a

heart-rending authenticity to the roles of the three runaways. 

After its release, the film stirred controversy over its historical 

accuracy, with some criticising Branagh’s portrayal of AO Neville, 

the Protector of Aborigines in Western Australia. They claimed he 

was not, as suggested, paternalistic and racist, and that in real 

life the girls had not been cared for properly by their parents. 

Further, the authorities had great concern for the girls’ welfare 

and were not pursuing them as mere escapees but as vulnerable 

children in a hostile environment. Others however hailed the 

movie as an accurate depiction of one of the darker moments in 

Australia’s post-colonial history. Whatever view is the more 

accurate, the film itself is taut, well-acted and totally absorbing.

Further reading: Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris

Pilkington and Nugi Garimara (University of Queensland). 

ESCAPE TO A WORLD OF FILMS THIS JUNE WITH TCM
 

Love comes to the fore in June as TCM screens a memorable collection of film romances in Summer of Love. Elsewhere on TCM, CNN’s 
The Screening Room starts a monthly slot with star interviews, behind-the-scenes exclusives and unique insights into the movie 

industry. TCM also sets two days aside for an explosive parade of combat classics telling gripping stories from conflicts ranging from the 

American Civil War to World War Two. TCM also screens the entire Mad Max trilogy and Rodriguez’s cult classic El Mariachi (1992) in 

our Mad, Bad Weekend. In an added attraction, TCM tests viewers’ knowledge with a new competition asking questions about each film 

in the Thursday 9pm slot. For full schedules go to tcmonline.co.uk

On TCM 2 meanwhile, Father’s Day is the springboard for a week of movies with a high testosterone content, while James Garner 
Week pays homage to the actor who became one of Hollywood’s most popular leading men of the 1950s and 60s. And as the world’s 

top tennis players gather at Wimbledon, TCM 2 turns its attention to films with a sporting theme.
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